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N lgev Ie [\}eV Niger River is the third largest River i Africa, ouly after the Nile and Congo River. African civilization, empires, and Vital crossroads for trade. Dyenné-Dievvo, located

I+ extends about 4120 km, with a drainage basin of about 2,417,700 km? v area. 1.5km from the current city of D)jeuné, was ove of the oldest urbavized centers v west
The river originates in the Guinean Highland in Guinea. Althounah the source is Africa and sub-Saharan Africa. Large urban riverside centers such as Timbuktu were
f‘r’h ’/l ° ' i ° merely 240kwm inland from the Atlantic Ocean, it travels instead worthward into established later ov n the Widdle Ages when large empires such as the Wali Empire and
e MOt er RLVQV Of WCSt A [Ca WMali and the Sahara Desert, before taking a sharp right turv n the city of Timbuktn, Sovghal Empire domivated the region and became some of the largest Islamic cultural
flowing south, travelling throngh southern Niger, and fivally flows into the Guinea Bay and trans-Saharan trade cewters \n sub-Saharan Africa.
n Nigeria.
A Protected Areas Now, Niger River still plays a very importawnt role in West Africa. There are new urbaw
L Niger River is the mother river of West Africa. Like the Nile River in East Africa, the centers such as Bamako, Mali and Niamey, Niger, alongside historical ones, areas under
annual flooding of the river provides wntrient-rich lands for agriculture, transportation, conservation such as the W Natioval Park, and regions with economic importance, such
® Other City Lakes and settlement along its banks and has since anciewt times been the center of West as the oil-rich Niger River Delta which brings siguificant revenne to Nigeria.
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-Timbuktu

Timbuktu is an ancient city in Mali. It has a
population of 54,453. It became a permenant
settlement starting from the 12th century and
soon became the center of trans-Saharan trade
and academic learning when it became a part
of Mali Empire. It was later a major trade center

0 5 of Songhai Empire. Although it was declared
N lgeV RlveV ]nneV De [ta capitalgafter thz Morrocangdefeated the § Clao
Niger River Inner Delta is an nland delta ofNigeV River. 1t is Songhai Empire, it had entered a long period Gao is a city in Northwestern Mali.
. R . . . an area ofwet[ands, lakes andﬂoodp[ains in the semi-arid zone of decline. Although a small city with only around
HLStO‘VLC Em L‘y'es and Nl e‘r R[\)e‘r of Sahel in central Mali. During the wet season, the annual flood Nigel Bouremn 86,000 residents, Gao was the capital
p g irritates the land which can be usedfov agricu[tura[ production. ot /TImbUKL X o; the Songhai Empire. .HoweveL’ after
. : : : The fertile land has become the locations of historic centers and Kafrand® _ g ;Oe;]Ivl‘jc;rioEcr;a?r'enZ(ii:nséndfr?;’éa(e)
WMali Empire (¢.1220-1670) and Sonahai Empire (¢.1464-1591) were two most viver ports such as Mpoti, the fourth largest city of Mali, and Goundarg,.» Qrombof asia | 2OTENE STIPTE €0 GPSELANE w80
importavt and powerful empires v feudal West Africa. L&ll”@@ urban centers such Djenné, a historic trade center with its famous landmark: Great o W‘(\;;‘“‘ chose Timbuktu as the new capital.
as Timbuktu, Gao and Djenné were established and became important Islamic Mosque of Djenné. e il
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cultural centers and trade centers. , )
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‘ p Djenné is a historic town that lies in the lamey . , . A
Tropic of Cace . Ségoug . ; | ; ¢ e The W National Park is a major national park
- | B &%@* Band eSan S d;e ;ca regjlcon © cerjtrat Mall' Itf 5 in West Africa. Tt get its vame because of a
5 :lhpopu? lonfc‘)).32,9’4.4.thus Z.Sh m | rom [ meander of Niger River that shaped like a “W”.
sKoulikoro .te cinD.ero , J]?nneFlls + < i;[c j.eoz(z)golcsc The National Park ivcludes areas of three
LooN— ————————————— Bamako g'een%éd]e?ggivaesn:ﬁel(r)f‘ tshee esrlilenst urba.n M comntries: Burkina Faso, Benin and Niger. The
celznters i West Africa. The new town of Natinoal Park covers some wore than 10,000 km?
7 e wtowno of wnhabited land and i+s home +to diverse plant
Timbuke \ Djenné was later developed after 1000 A.D., Prep e e
de .Gao Kangaba $ when it had a close relationship with \o% oCaya '
| MALI | ’ g8 - o
& & Timbuktu and became a center of O\SN\
s Vfﬁrr - —**#** (’] 350 A D. ) o et y trans-Saharan trade in goods such as gold, N\\)\«e@f\ oKoko
\ “ o - Siguirie slaves, and salt. It continued to thrive as an W
‘ ‘ P L Islamic cultural center until the French
‘ Ni R colonized the region and chose Mpoti, rather
‘ Ak ; i than Djenné, as the regional center in late
N— — Upper 19th century. Kainji
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% Niger Delta-g

Niger Delta is the delta of Niger River sitting direct[y on
o the Gulf of Guinea. The area declared by the government |
extends around 70,000 km?2. 1t is a heav'{ opualted area |
with a opu[aﬁon about 31 million. The oéﬁa (s extreme[y |
oil V'LCE and is a major center of petro[eum production in
. | ‘ \ | Nigeria. The oil pvoduction has ’orought revenues to the
region, but also conﬂic’cs and environmental issues.
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